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CONTEST “THE VOICE OF THE YOUTH OF THE AMERICAS: PREVENTING 
AND REDUCING THE HARM CAUSED BY DRUGS”
Progress report on the convocation
As of September 10, 2014
	INTRODUCTION


The contest “The Voice of the Youth of the Americas: Preventing and Reducing the Harm Caused by Drugs” is an initiative hatched by the Government of Guatemala and the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States (OAS) that seeks to encourage young people between the ages of 18 and 30 to be a part of the solution of collective public-interest problems and participate in the debate on the drug problem in the Americas by proposing new approaches, making proactive contributions, and providing fresh perspectives on the issue. 
The competition was opened to the public on May 9, 2014, and the registration deadline was extended until July 30, 2014. The winners will travel to Guatemala for the special session of the OAS General Assembly to be held on September 19, 2014, with all expenses paid. They will also be invited to a dinner with the President of Guatemala, H.E. Otto Perez Molina; the Vice President of Guatemala, H.E. Roxana Baldetti; and the Secretary General of the OAS, H.E. José Miguel Insulza, where a discussion will be held on their proposals for tackling the world drug problem.
	CONVOCATION


The convocation of the contest “The Voice of the Youth of the Americas: Preventing and Reducing the Harm Caused by Drugs” was organized by the Department of International Affairs of the OAS Secretariat for External Relations and proceeded as follows:
· The announcement of the contest was originally sent out on May 9, 2014, to the main contacts on youth matters, including universities and other higher-education institutions, civil society organizations, youth-oriented media, and international and regional organizations that run youth programs.
· Databases were built up containing the contact information of higher-education institutions in the OAS member states and of registered and unregistered civil society organizations whose activities involve young people.
· The following actors provided their collaboration in announcing and raising awareness about the contest:
· Permanent Mission of Guatemala to the OAS Dissemination and promotion of the contest. Mobilization of funds to pay for the participation of an expert in the evaluation panel to select the winners and to cover the cost of the prizes to be awarded.
· Permanent missions of the OAS member states: Dissemination and promotion of the contest through their respective foreign ministries. This assistance was important for ensuring that young people in member states took part. 
· Department of International Affairs (DIA) – Secretariat for External Relations Permanent dissemination of information on the contest through press releases and announcements. The DIA was in charge of the contest's organization, collecting proposals, and providing a personalized response to all those interested in the contest.
· Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD): Assistance in raising awareness of the contest and recruiting drug experts to evaluate the proposals and select the winners.
· Offices of the General Secretariat in the member states: On-site awareness raising about the contest through the offices' directors. Contest promotion at the national level among the student community in member states. 
· Young Americas Business Trust (YABT): Dissemination of the contest through its youth networks and awareness-raising efforts through alliances with strategic partners. Thanks to the assistance of the YABT, the contest was promoted on MTV (see the following link: https://ql.mediasilo.com/#ql/53d14eb0e4b0c5afd72387c0/6984FB98-CC47-8504-2581328DEA10676A
As a result of these promotion efforts the contest received 60 officially registered proposals from18 OAS member states. Some proposals were submitted jointly. See the table below: 
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· In terms of gender balance, 23 women (35% of participants) and 43 men (65%) took part. 
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	EVALUATION PROCESS


· The panel of experts assembled to review and evaluate the proposals submitted began its work on August 1. The panel comprised the following experts:  Francisco Thoumi, David Johnson, Alejandro Hope, Harold Trinkunas, Carlos Mendoza Alvarado (representing the Government of Guatemala), and Ambassador Paul Simons, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD). 
· The final results were obtained by adding up the scores assigned by each member of the evaluation panel to each proposal, with the 10 highest-scoring proposals declared the winners.  
	CONTEST RESULTS


After two evaluation rounds, from August 5 to 15 and August 20 to 28, the evaluation panel had selected the top three proposals based on the evaluation criteria established for the competition, which included the creativity of the author, financial feasibility (profitability) and sustainability of the proposal, clarity of argument, and knowledge of the issue. The winners were:
1. Juan Diego Galvis, Colombia, Deambularte ("Wandering")
2. Carlos Rosales Abundiz, Mexico, ¿Mariguana? Infórmate y decide ("Marijuana? Wise up and Decide")
3. Camila Bustillo and five collaborators from the University of the Republic, Uruguay, Disminución de Riesgos y Daños Frente al Consumo de Alcohol ("Reducing the Risks and Harm of Alcohol Use")
The evaluation panel also selected seven runners-up for the quality of their essays, which will be included in a final publication containing the best works:
1. Cindy Janeth Mejía, Mexico, Museo Interactivo sobre las Adicciones en Guatemala ("Interactive Museum on Addictions in Guatemala")
2. Francisco Gallardo, México, Colmar el vacío: Las drogas y el grado cero de la publicidad (Filling the Void: Drugs and Zero Hype)
3. Martín Jauge, Uruguay, Un nuevo enfoque en Políticas de Drogas en las Américas -- El camino hacia la regulación ("A New Approach in Drug Policy in the Americas: The Road toward Regulation")
4. Elvin Francisco Rodríguez, Nicaragua, Nuevas Propuestas frente al Problema Mundial de las Drogas en las Américas ("New Proposals for the World Drug Problem in the Americas")
5. Valeria Pereira  and six collaborators from the University of the Republic, Uruguay, Propuesta Para el Concurso (Proposal for the Contest)
6. Abigail Whyte, Jamaica, “New proposals regarding the world drug problem in the Americas”
7. Ruben Álvarez Escobar Balcázar, Mexico, Humanizar la prevención de las adicciones ("Humanizing Addiction Prevention")
The essays of the 10 winners will be published in a compendium as a public policy contribution in the Americas from the region's youth.
	THE WINNING PROPOSALS


1. Deambularte ("Wandering")
Author: Juan Diego Galvis
Country: Colombia
Project summary: The project proposes the establishment of art, design, and web functionality training centers for creating websites for micro and small enterprises. In tandem there would be a program for personal development through art and culture, as a vehicle for prevention, mitigation, and reduction of the harm caused by drugs. Deambularte seeks to provide tools and work opportunities for young people and adults who are "wandering" in their daily lives with nothing inspiring or creative to do, leading them to drug use and even crime, causing a negative spiral.
2. ¿Mariguana? Infórmate y decide ("Marijuana? Wise up and Decide")  
Author: Carlos Rosales Abundiz
Country: Mexico
Project summary: The project proposes interventions to prevent marijuana use in young people by organizing youth forums as mechanisms for discussion and peer awareness on the causes, risks, and consequences of drug use. It also proposes holding psychoeducational workshops (Marijuana under the Microscope) to encourage critical thinking and increase risk perception in the face of the greater availability and supposed medical uses of marijuana.
3. Disminución de Riesgos y Daños Frente al Consumo de Alcohol ("Reducing the Risks and Harm of Alcohol Use")
Author: Camila Bustillo and five collaborators from the University of the Republic, Uruguay
Country: Uruguay
Project summary: The project team proposed the creation of a smartphone  application known as "Safe Drinking" to encourage moderate alcohol use among young people, in addition to prevention measures. The proposal seeks to encourage young people to be responsible drinkers, prevent it from becoming a problem, and lessening the adverse consequences of excess drinking.
The following is a list of the principal ideas proposed in the essays of the seven runners-up, which will be published as part of the compendium that will constitute a public policy contribution in the Americas from the region's youth.
· Creation of an interactive museum on addictions in Guatemala 
· A look at successful anti-smoking campaigns and measures that could be applicable to drugs
· Toward a regulated drug market, starting with the decriminalization of drug use 
· Creation of camps for children in their final year of primary school education, with workshops to educate them about drugs
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Regulating the import, export, domestic sale, production, home-growing, use, and advertising of marijuana 
· Humanizing addiction prevention, giving fresh impetus to the anticorruption policies
· Encouraging the restoration and creation of public spaces that offer alternative cultural and sporting pursuits 
· Launch of a research campaign to come up with objective findings about marijuana use and its effects
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